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THE REAPER 
Tagline: Die Hard down on the Farm

Ulternative title: ‘St Patrick’s Day’
An original Treatment by Ray Brady
IRELAND. Aiden Knut's small farm. Outside Clonaslee, County Meath. We see farmer Aiden Knut for the first time shooting rabbits with his catapult, he is obviously a deadly shot. His neighbour Shane O'Donnell collects the dead rabbits. When we see their bodies in close-up they are covered in tumours, the rabbits are dying from myxomatosis and Aiden is merely putting them out of their misery. We then see them tenderly gathering the carcasses and placing them onto a bonfire that is covered in scores of dead rabbits. Fin Roaney (Late fifties quite jolly and over weight with large white whiskers and a very ruddy complexion) can be heard shouting and frantically waving his arms from the top of the nearby hill. Aiden & Shane immediately stop what they're doing and set off running to see what's wrong. Fin tells them that his prize-winning bull has wandered into the marshland and has got caught in a bog. They jump into Fin's old banger and set off. Passing Aiden's house the car stops. Aiden quickly jumps out and races into his barn returning almost instantly with a coiled up rope. Reaching the end of the track near the marshland they stop the car and approach on foot. Reaching the bog Mrs Roaney can be seen in tears desperately trying to coax the bull out of the bog. Uncoiling his rope Aiden lassos the bull's horns and hauling together the three men and Mrs Roaney attempt to pull the bull clear, but it has sunk too far in and after a fierce struggle the bull is sucked down. Thanking Aiden & Shane for their efforts Mr Roaney curses the bog for taking five of his cows and a foal already that year. Noticing Aiden's sad face he apologises for being so selfish and self centred saying (as he places his arm over Aiden's shoulder) that loosing some livestock bears little comparison to loosing ones beloved wife.

USA Washington DC. The White House. President Tadgh (pronounced Tie-ga) Kato (Black father, White Mother of Irish decent) is in a meeting with the heads of his administration. He has planned a visit to Ireland to meet some of his distant relatives and to discover his mother's roots. The Presidential press manager Max Sendall is insisting on making the trip an official state visit, lots of good publicity and PR. President Tadgh said he had done all that before years ago, just after he was elected he had gone to South Africa, visited Soweto and had met Mandela. The whole press entourage had turned it into a media circus, making the experience seem shallow and false serving only to distance him from the people. "This trip I want to be secret…a more personal visit with the bare minimum of security, I want to do this just for me!" By flying on an unscheduled flight into an American airforce base and by then travelling in unmarked cars he believes that by the time word has got around he will be in and out and no one will be the wiser. No one will believe that the President of the USA had actually ever been there. Max Sendall realising defeat compromising, insists on coming anyway, to at least break the news story after the trip when it could do no harm but help win more of the Irish vote. President Tadgh's Chief of security, Neal Rippenbeck, is totally against the idea but the President is adamant and his decision is final. The date is set, leaving only the difficult decision as to what the bare minimum-security arrangements for the trip are to be. A crack bodyguard team of twelve agents is to be decided on within twenty-four hours using the Art Life Seven Computer that can judge suitability more accurately than any human system, cross-referencing thousands of statistics, including health, IQ, test ground and field results, availability and exceptional ability. IRELAND. Aidens small farm. We see over Aiden's shoulder as he sits in an armchair in front of a blazing log fire holding a photograph of a beautiful woman. We cut to a track in to Aiden's sad face, as a girlish laughter becomes discernible. DISSOLVE to short flashback montage off the following events: Aiden standing on the side of an open grave as a coffin is lowered in, Aiden is openly weeping mourning his beloved wife Rosalyn. Rosalyn (the beautiful woman in the photograph) is seen reassuring an elderly woman seated next to her on a plane (a first time air passenger) that there is nothing to fear from flying. Laughing she admits that it is the first time also that she has flown. A plane exploding and falling form the sky. Cover of local newspaper with a picture of Rosalyn on the front with a headline stating "Local woman killed in terrorist plane bomb atrocity whilst visiting sick sister in England". Aiden relates how he couldn’t accompany Rosalyn because it was harvest time, he is being comforted by Mrs Roaney, Aiden blames himself for the accident because normally they used the car ferry to visit England and because he had never taught Rosalyn how to drive, she had decided to fly.

CIA Headquaters. Langley. Virginia. One of the elite team is Karen Montand a Latin American CIA special services field Agent pulled in from an undercover drugs op in Columbia. Though at first treated with barely hidden misogyny by the rest of the otherwise male team of bodyguards, they soon discover she is very deadly and highly resourceful opponent. "one tough cookie". Arriving with Neal Rippenbeck, late to an unarmed defence workout after a impromptu pep talk (about being the only female team member), he is delayed outside the gym by an adjunct with a confidential message. To allow him privacy, she enters ahead of him and is unfairly and over zealously disciplined by a sexist team member for being late. First cracking a joke about women being late “periodically” and then, when she attempts to complain to the busy instructor, he grabs her gagging her mouth with his hand as he says "Oh touchy it must be her time of the month or maybe it should have been?" Karen breaks free, and after warning him to keep his hands off her, quickly knocks him to the ground and pins him to the floor in an arm lock that leaves him begging for her to release him. Neal Rippenbeck enters to apologise for Karen's delay to find her being applauded by the whole team as they laugh at the sexist team member squirming on the floor shouting pax.

The assistant to the President's Chief of security Dick Winner is also the head of a highly secret white international supremacist organisation known as the Arian Confederation. Hating the idea of a black President he has been waiting for an opportunity to kill President Tadgh. Following agreed procedure he organises a complete telecommunications shut down over a hundred-mile radius of the visit zone by temporarily jamming the relevant telecommunications satellites and by crashing the land line system by arranging to introduce a twenty four hour computer virus to the local Irish telephone substation. He then asks his assistant to get a couple of coffees, when left alone for a moment secretly sends an encrypted message of the visit's itinerary to the headquarters of Black Death, a European White supremacist organisation. Black Death members consist of German, English, Czech Republic, South African and French white extremists, their crack team is made up of mostly ex-services and various murderous types from the underworld.

HQ of Black Death. Welling. England. We see Albert Barrow an ex-mercenary sitting in front of a computer console when the encrypted message is received. Running his encryption decoder programme the President's itinerary is built up on the screen in a random letter configuration, all the letters reshuffling twice in order before the message is readable, when complete the printer immediately begins to print out the screen contents. Zvbiro Stechechni leans in over Albert's shoulder to read the screen, Albert immediately sits straighter denoting attention to a superior officer. Zvbiro Stechechni's head is bald with a scar that runs from above one eye to over his chin and down the centre of his neck. His face looks ruthless and emotionless. Albert hands Zvbiro the print out. Taking it, an evil smile crosses his face, turning he orders Albert to send out a return message of only six words: 'The children of Angst will obey'.

NB Angst: “Heidegger's gloomy philosophy of Angst (dread) being a fundamental part of mankind's consciousness, a symptom of the gravity of mankind's situation with its radical freedom of choice and its horizon of death. Consequently we are continually in flight from our destiny, disguising it and distracting our attention from its inevitability.”

IRELAND. Main road leading into Clonaslee. Black Death member's men and women arrive in two, camouflaged military reservist's trucks. One of the trucks pulls up outside the Roaney's farmhouse. Two of the occupants get out and knock on the Roaney's front door. First they gain the elderly couple's confidence, so as to ascertain the numbers of farm members, present or returning shortly. When they find out that know one is expected they then quickly proceed to ruthlessly slaughter them. Going from outlying farmhouse to farmhouse they pretend to be looking for an escaped criminal from a local military prison. Infiltrating the Clonaslee community by wearing the clothes of the murdered farmers and pretending to carry on their farming duties they also ambush and murder anyone moving in and out of the town entry roads.

Aiden Knut's small farm outside Clonaslee. Aiden receives a letter in the post informing him of the visit the next day. It lies unopened on top of a stuffed wire mailbox on the back of his front door.

The President, Max Sendall and the twelve-man security team fly in to the Arenlea Airbase on Air Force One. Dick Winner also arrives as head of the Presidents Security team.

Aiden notices one of his neighbours, Shane O'Donnell having trouble with his Combine harvester. When Aiden approaches to help who he believes is Shane he is attacked with a knife and after a fight kills his opponent. Going to the house he discovers the bodies of Shane & Sinead O'Donnell lying mutilated in the barn. Aiden tries to ring the police but finds the line out of order. Hearing an approaching vehicle Aiden looks around for a hiding place. Zvbiro Stechechni kicks in the front door and enters with Oz Houseman (another main lieutenant) three men and two women all are carrying hand held automatic weapons. Zvbiro gives them a signal to search the house. By drawing his hand horizontally across his neck he indicates that if they find anyone to kill them. Albert Barrow enters and tells Zvbiro that he has found Glenstic knifed to death beside the combine harvester. Zvbiro is furious and says "Only an hour till our guest arrives and now we have company… our secret's out, we don't have to be cautious any more. Tell everyone to take up their positions immediately…let's put a bit of terror into their lives. Kill anyone they encounter en route…by the time any help can get here the President will be history". A series of quick shots showing the house being ransacked. Walking out the front door Zvbiro calls his men out and gives the order to torch the house telling two to stay and guard the house just in case anyone tries to leave it. Zvbiro and the other Black Death members depart, throwing in an incendiary grenade before closing the door behind them. Two legs dangle down from the chimney as Aiden jumps down and silently runs to and up the stairs. The incendiary grenade explodes filling the room with smoke and flames. We see Aiden in an upstairs bedroom breaking through the roof of the thatched cottage. One of the two remaining gunmen is carefully looking through the back window as Aiden lands feet first on his shoulders as he drops down from the roof. Quickly checking he sees that the man is dead. Picking up and throwing his automatic weapon into some long grass nearby, Aiden stealthily begins to make his way around the building. Standing with one foot resting on the doorplate of an open Landrover, the other man waits with his machine gun pointing at the burning farmhouse. Suddenly a large spike forces its way through the centre of his chest killing him immediately. We see Aiden standing behind him holding the handle of an ancient scythe saying "No one's going to kill our President if I've got anything to say in the matter". Dragging the unconscious man away from the vehicle he jumps in. Looking across the valley he sees another Landrover and a camouflaged truck driving down towards the village. Aiden's wheels spin firing out mud and pebbles as he quickly sets off after them. Hearing gunshots ahead he drives the Landrover straight off the road and into the woods. As two gunmen run up, approaching the spot where he left the road, an engine roars into life and approaches them at breakneck speed hitting both men's legs as they dive for cover. We see Zbirov signalling to his men hidden in the facing half open doorway across the street. They raise their shoulder mounted bazooka launchers as ordered. Behind Zbirov a woman's body lays sprawled across the floor, a pool of blood surrounding her head. Her husband is sitting on an armchair facing her a look of shock on his face. His hands are resting on the wide armchair arm rests. He holds in one hand a folded newspaper in the other a cup and saucer of tea, in his forehead a small round bullet hole from which a trickle of blood is ebbing. Next we see the presidential convoy of three Mercedes cars approaching the village outskirts. President Kato, Karen, Dick, Max Sendall and three other agents including the driver are travelling in the middle Mercedes stretch limousine. Just as the occupants are beginning to wonder why the streets are so empty, a gate bursts open in front of the convoy and a stampede of cattle charges through, forcing them to break suddenly. The cattle run before the convoy and down into Clonaslee high street. Zibrov hastily gives the order to fire but in the melee the rockets widely miss their targets. Attempting to get away from the firing all the cars begin to reverse back. A large camouflaged truck pulls across completely blocking the road. Oz Hanson, strategically positioned with a bazooka launcher, steps boldly out into the middle of the road and blows up the rear reversing Mercedes, blocking the escape route back the way the convoy had arrived. Aiden appears in the open gateway waving his arms in an attempt to get their attention and ducking suddenly as a hail of machine gun fire shreds the wooden gate post beside him. Karen spotting him yells at the driver to drive round the car in front and to head towards Aiden and through the open gate and into the field beyond. As the President's car passes Aiden the rear door quickly opens and Aiden is dragged roughly inside. Karen immediately places a gun against his forehead. She orders Aiden to give them directions. Aiden tells her there's no other exit from the field, but to head for the large barn in the corner of the field. The other Mercedes positions itself across the gateway in an attempt to block access to the field and the presidents escaping car. A firefight begins as the agents inside jump out and take up defensive positions.  Driving straight into the barn, Aiden suggests that he hot-wire a JCB to use as a battering ram to smash through the rear wall of the barn. Dick orders Karen to stick with him, they leave the car heading for the JCB digger. Meanwhile back at the gate sniper fire is quickly picking off the Presidents remaining security. We see Zbirov & Barrow taking up position on a high bank of ground in front of the field exit. Barrow immediately launches a rocket that blows the Mercedes security car into two halves scattering and fatally wounding the remaining bodyguards. Descending onto the road Zbirov waves for the trucks to be brought up as he steps forward and raises his pistol to put a bullet in the head of a badly wounded security guard attempting to crawl away. The JCB's arm arches into life, swings back, and in a forward motion, smashes through the barn's rear wall. In a downward motion Aiden drags the arm back through tearing a large whole in the wooden wall. Dragging the rubble back allowing the President's car to smash through the wall into the adjoining. Aiden volunteers to lay in wait for the terrorists telling Karen to go on. Using her headset radio Karen tells the President's driver to keep on going and that she will follow on foot while Aiden causes a diversion. Karen sets off running towards the hole. The Black Death camouflaged trucks are seen from an aerial viewpoint crossing the field towards the barn. The first truck enters the barn and heads straight for the hole in the rear wall. Karen is forced to dive for the hole. Sliding along the slurry on the floor she just makes it through the hole as the truck impacts. It fails to break through, throwing one of the front passengers through the front windscreen and impaling the driver on a broken wooden stack of barn timber. Zbirov curses as he drags the dead driver over into the back of the truck and climbs into the driver's seat himself. As the second truck enters the barn Aiden flips it on its side using the bucket and arm of the JCB and forcefully by driving forward squashes it into the adjoining barn wall. Oz Hanson climbs through the broken windscreen and leaps to escape. The driver, a South African woman, becomes pinned half way out the driver's window and shouts in defiance "Yo-mass-ss-sa-pous" (Your mother's cunt) before being crushed. Aiden turns his attention to the first truck. It has been ramming the hole at the rear of the barn attempting to force its larger truck body through, it gets stuck half way through. The wheels spin on the mud but the truck is wedged firmly in the hole. Taking up position in the rear of the first truck two of the occupants begin firing at Aiden in the JCB whilst the rest including Zbirov and Barrow escape through the protruding front doors, now clear of the barn rear wall. They set off running in pursuit of the President's Mercedes. The President's car reaches the other side of a nearby adjoining field. As it drives over the bordering embankment it careers skidding down the steep side impacting with a stone wall at the bottom. The car bonnet concertinas up with the force of the impact killing the driver. Aiden sitting low in the JCB cab turns to face the terrorists firing at him, using the JCB's bucket as a sheild. Driving forward he rams the bucket into the back of the truck and accelerates forcing the bucket completely through the truck and out through the front window. As the JCB impacts the rear of the terrorist's truck it smashes it through the barn wall and out into the field. Karen gets to the top of the embankment and quickly makes her way down to help out of the wrecked car President Kato, Dick, Max Sendall and the two remaining agents escape on foot from the wreckage.

As Aiden tries to shake the smashed truck off his JCB's arm he hears an engine roaring behind him in the barn, as he turns towards it Oz Hanson drives out through the whole in the barn wall driving a JCB bulldozer and accelerates towards Aiden at ramming speed. Aiden quickly manoeuvres his JCB to meet it head on.  As the two behemoths impact sparks fly and the screams of tearing metal can be heard.

Aiden hates and refuses to use or even handle a gun. Using whatever comes to hand from his trusted catapult, giant snares, a scythe, a bailing machine a hedge cutting chainsaw machine he manages with the help of Karen to fight off and dispatch most of the members Black Death.

Aiden battles his way with the survivors of the President's security team to his local Military Reserves centre. Using a radio transmitter he manages to contact the Irish military. At first they don't believe him, taking him to be a crank caller but after following up his call to the CIA head office and using the security code he gave, soon realize that the call was incredibly for real and immediately launch a rescue mission.

Surrounded and besieged on all sides Aiden and the others decide to make a stand till help arrives.

Dick Winner finally show's his true cards when he opens a barricaded door to let the remaining besieging Black Death members inside. Max Sendall who has to this time been in terrified shock and virtually useless, bravely gives the alarm and takes an assassin's bullet to protect President Kato. Aiden again manages to foil this latest assassination attempt and by using his knowledge of the Military Reserves centre and with Karen's help; they fight it out until the Calvary arrives. Karen applies first aid to Max Sendall's bullet wounds, saving his life. Aiden is decorated as a national hero. The President asks Aiden to come to America to join Karen working full time teaching survival and commando techniques at the CIA training school.

Names for other supporting Irish characters COLUM CAHAIL (Car-hill), SHANNON DELANEY, PÁRIAG (Por-ric), MÓRIA (Moy-ra), DIMPHNA (Dimp-na).

