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The Dead Ends

A Family Comedy

One morning the End family, wake up to discover that due to a gas leak they have all died in their sleep and are now ghosts. Not wishing to leave their home or lose their friends they decide to remain at their house and pretend to one and all that they are still alive.

They visibly appear the same as normal, alive people, but their bodies are no longer “solid”. To touch or move something they have to focus all their energy, at the point of their bodies, they want to make contact with something. Therefore they are only able to interact with the real world through one point on their bodies at a time i.e. their bottoms if they want to sit down without falling through a chair for example, or their hand if they wish to hold a telephone. 

The members of the End family are Fred (35) the father, a manager in a toy factory. His wife Matty (30), who has a part time job as a job share secretary at the busy town newspaper office . Chris (17) a college student studying English and gymnastics at the local college. Cissy (15) who attends the local secondary school and Timmy aged (8) who is attending junior school. The last family member is Great Auntie Sally (80), who is a bit eccentric. She turns up to stay they day after her sons family die having been haunting the local library since her home was demolished after her death a year ago. She brings them up to speed with the do’s and don’ts of their new reality.

Together they learn to adjust to being dead and dealing with the close encounters of being discovered, something they fear for the reason that, they believe, they will be hounded by the press and probably besieged by religious groups and ghost hunting fanatics. They discover that they are not alone and that many people around them have been dead for years, something that only becomes obvious when you yourself are dead.

Fred and Matty discover how difficult it is to have sex, when you can only keep one point on your body hard at one time (NB only a brief scene and seen only in silhouette in a darkened bedroom at night). They quickly realise how important kissing becomes, having taken it for granted previously. Trying to continue sharing a loving relationship when you find yourself dead is just one of the many problems they have to learn how to deal with.

Chris, who in a steady relationship, doesn't know who to break it to his girl friend that they have no future now that he’s died, he understandably finds Auntie Sally's advise, to "go out and find a nice new dead girl" not very helpful.

